
Modern Farming Practices

These slides were presented by Tim Merry at 
Broadmayne’s Annual Parish Meeting 2019

Text slides, like this one, have been added in an 
attempt to summarise Tim’s commentary and 
have been reviewed by Tim

Tim’s presentation was of great interest to those 
present and he is to be thanked for his input



Broadmayne Annual Parish Meeting 

20th May 2019



Tim Merry

Operations Director: J V Farming Ltd

J V Farming is a co-operative of local farmers who joined together in 2002.
The arable fields around the village are farmed as part of the Joint Venture.

Maize drilling Burts Corner 2019



Joint Venture Farming:

3 Member Farms
16 blocks of land

196 individual arable fields

4 Full time staff

YOU ARE HERE     





HERRINGSTON ESTATES CROPPING 2018



Crops Grown:

• Wheat: Mostly Feed Wheat for animals.

• Malting Barley: For lager.

• Oilseed Rape: Vegtable Oil Production

• Maize: Energy

• Rye: Energy



Our Conservation work…….

SKYLARK PLOTS: We have 50 Skylark plots across the 

farm which are plots left un-cropped within the centre of a 
cropped field. Established in the autumn in a crop of 
Winter Wheat.

UN-HARVESTED HEADLANDS: There are 4ha of 

“un-harvested Headlands”. These are field boundaries that 
have no fertiliser or pesticides. The idea being that arable 
weeds are allowed to grow providing a food source for 
birds over the winter months.

NECTAR PLOTS: You will notice these plots which are 

typically 1ha in size. Planted with Nectar rich species such 
as Clover & Lucerne.

BEETLE BANKS: There are three beetle banks across 

the farm that are placed in the middle of larger fields. The 
idea is to create a habitat in what otherwise would be big 
open fields. These banks can hold beneficial insects and 
provide nesting for birds and a habitat for small mammals.

• 2 ha Grey Partridge Plots
• 2 ha Corn Bunting Plots
• Cut Field Hedges every 3rd

year



Skylark Plots



On the following slide the lighter green margins 
around the fields (headlands) have been sown 
as the rest of the field but not treated with 
fertilisers or pesticides.

They will be un-harvested and left for the 
benefit of wildlife



Un-harvested Headlands
(2 fields, 4ha that will not be harvested)



Nectar & Grey Partridge plots

Nectar

Grey Partridge



In many fields crops are surrounded by un-
cropped “Conservation Margins” - left for the 
benefit of wildlife

The following slide shows a margin that has 
been used regularly by walkers and one that 
hasn’t



Conservation Margins

✗ ✔



The grass on Conservation Margins can be 
harvested once a year and is intended for cattle 
feed

The following slide shows bales that cannot be 
used, due to dog fouling which can cause a 
disease in cattle resulting in abortion



Dog Fowling (!)

• Neosporosis in cattle
• Dog fowling of grass margins.
• Abortion in cattle……most common diagnosed cause of abortion.
• Bales contaminated 
• Lost feed.
• Expensive.



Rural Crime

• Fly tipping: typically from household 
clearances. Garden waste also 
dumped in gateways.

• Poaching: Using both dogs and 
vehicles. Causing damage to crops 
and distress to wildlife.

• Theft: Mostly organised criminal 
activity including the theft of 
agrochemicals. 

• We work closely with the Rural Crime 
team and are a member of farm 
watch.

Poacher damage in Wheat at Herringston

Fly tipping on byway at West Knighton



Poaching 

• Damage to crops
• Distressed Wildlife
• Drive through Gates, Fences & hedges
• Call 999 if seen in progress



Tim explained that the damage caused by 
Poaching is a major problem for him

If you see the lights of people driving about in 
fields at night or wielding flashlights please 
report, at the time, to the police on 999

Crops are damaged and wildlife harassed, 
injured and killed



Modern Farming:

Tractors are fitted with TRACKERS to provide 
management, safety & security.
All movements logged and machines Geo-
Fenced.

Fields are mapped from machines & 
satellites, we can use this to:

• Record Yields
• Apply variable rate seed & Fertiliser
• Map soil types
• Produce nutrient maps



Tim is keen to eliminate damage to, and 
contamination of, “Conservation Margins” by 
indiscriminate use by walkers, dogs, horses not 
using designated footpaths or bridleways. 
Damage that is frustrating the conservation 
objective

The following slide shows local designated 
footpaths (yellow) and bridleways (blue)



Field Names
Public Right of Ways: ( 2.3 miles ) 



Tim and the landowner are proposing to exclude 
the public from the conservation margins but 
recognise people’s desire to walk in the fields

They are suggesting the creation of “permissive 
paths” around some fields - creating further 
walking opportunities that would cause no 
damage. These are shown in pale green and 
explained on the following slide



Suggested Permissive 
Paths:

Yellow: Existing Public Footpaths

Blue: Bridleways

Green: Proposed Permissive Paths.

• Un-cropped strip between grass 
margin and crop. C.1.5m wide.

• Dogs to be kept on leads 

• Use entry points as marked and 
not walk through hedges.

• It would create an additional 
3161m of walking (1.96 miles)

• There are already 3719m of 
footpaths (2.3 miles)

• Will not be grass but part of the 
cultivated fields.

• We will create an entry point by 
the bus stop in addition to the 3 
existing field entrances.



In order to further the shared use of the 
countryside for the mutual benefit of 
landowners, farmers and the public; we would 
welcome comments on the proposal for 
Permissive Paths

Please use the form on the previous page or on 
the contact page of the website



Thank-you for your time.


