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Chalky Road, western hedge alongside footway   

 

1. At the June Parish Council meeting there was discussion about the hedgerow 

on the western side of Chalky Road, opposite the allotments and approaching the 

sharp bend.  There have been problems in ensuring that this hedge doesn’t 

encroach on the footway for many years because of uncertainty about the ownership 

of the strip of land between the footway and the curtilage of the adjoining properties.  

For this reason, the Parish Council has arranged for its own groundworks contractor, 

to trim the hedge once a year but the growth is vigorous and it appears that more 

work is needed. 

 

2. As instructed therefore, I approached the Community Highways Team at 

Dorset Council to see what they knew about it.  I have received some helpful 

information.  Firstly, they checked with the Land Registry website which confirmed 

that the strip of land in question isn’t in any registered ownership.  However, their 

own records (specifically something called the ‘List of Streets’ which is a list of 

highways maintainable at public expense (shown on the screen shot below)) indicate 

that the extent of the highway so maintainable does include the strip. 

 

 
 

3. It would appear therefore that although DC doesn’t own the land in question it 

is responsible for maintaining it as part of the highway and we can call on DC to 

carry out all necessary cutting back to ensure the safe passage of pedestrians using 

the footway.  This information has been passed on to the relevant DC officers (one of 



whom is the Senior Ranger, is also responsible for rights of way), and it appears that 

some cutting back has since been done but only at a low level.  What is needed is 

more intensive cutting-back of the trees/shrubs themselves. 

 

4. Now that we have confirmation that this hedge should be dealt with by DC we 

propose to wait a couple of month until further action is needed and then to invite the 

officers on a site visit so that we can explain the full extent of the problem.  In 

addition, when we review our contract with Wessex Grounds Services next year we 

should remove this length of hedge from the specification of works to be undertaken. 

 

Janet Davis 

July 2022 


