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BROADMAYNE PARISH COUNCIL: DRAFT CO-OPTION PROTOCOL  

This is a protocol setting out the procedure for co-opting to a casual vacancy on the Parish Council.  It will 

be followed whether the vacancy arises because insufficient Councillors are elected at a full election or 

because a vacancy has arisen (e.g. through a resignation) and there has been no request for an election 

from the electorate. 

Introduction   

1. On notification of a vacancy to Dorset Council, a Notice of Vacancy will be placed on parish notice 

boards and on the parish council website to advertise it. 

 

2. If no request for an election is received by Dorset Council by the date on the Notice of Vacancy, the 

Democratic Services Department will advise the Parish Council that it may co-opt to the vacancy.  

Co-option is the process by which the Parish Council selects a new Councillor and it is carried out 

as an agenda item within a monthly Parish Council meeting.   

 

3. The Parish Council manages the process of co-option by itself and strives to demonstrate that it is 

fair and equitable by following the procedure set out below:   

 Procedure  

4. Broadmayne Parish Council will invite interested candidates (via the website and via notice boards) 

to contact the Clerk by a specified date. Candidates will be invited to write a brief pen-portrait of 

themselves and the reasons why they wish to become a parish councillor.  

 If there is only one applicant for one vacancy, the applicant is automatically co-opted to the Parish 

Council, subject to acceptance at the next meeting of parish council when the candidate is 

requested to attend. 

 If there is more than one candidate, the pen portraits received are circulated to Councillors ahead 

of the meeting at which a Parish Councillor is to be co-opted.  

5. At the Parish Council meeting candidates are invited to say something about themselves and 

Councillors will have the opportunity to ask questions of the candidates.  Each candidate will be 

allocated a maximum of three minutes.  

6.  In a closed session of the Parish Council without the public present, members consider the 

candidates.  

7. The Chairman will request the Councillors present to nominate any of the candidates.   Candidates 

will require a proposer and seconder to progress to the voting stage.  If there is only one vacancy, a 

Councillor may only nominate or second one candidate.  One candidate needs to receive an 

absolute majority of votes.  

8. The Chairman will then place the names of those nominated into alphabetical order and proceed to 

vote.  Councillors will have one vote per vacancy to be filled.   

9. Voting will be in accordance with Standing Orders by a show of hands and will continue until one 

candidate has received an absolute majority of those Councillors present.  At this stage, the 

successful candidate will be declared co-opted.  

10. Should no single candidate receive a majority on the first vote, the candidate with the lowest 

number of votes is eliminated.  Voting will then take place for the remaining candidates until one 

person receives an absolute majority.   

11. The public will be invited to re-join the meeting.    

12.  The successful candidate is then declared co-opted to the Parish Council and will be asked to join 

the meeting.    Note: the successful candidate is a councillor in his/her own right and is no different 

to any other member; co-option is a legitimate form of election as part of the election process. 
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Dear Town and Parish Councils, 
 
You may recall seeing communications about Dorset Council’s intention to align parking charges 
across Dorset Council car parks, on-street parking and car park permits. Currently, we have 
approximately 76 different permits in circulation across the Council, with varying rules and prices. 
Car park charges also vary wildly, spanning from being free to £9 for all day parking, which is not fair 
for residents.  
 
The proposed pricing strategy is designed to bring consistency in parking charges across the Dorset 
Council area and aims to work for as many people as possible. The strategy also recognises the 
diverse and unique areas that Dorset enjoys – rural, coastal and town – and the seasonal nature of 
car parks at popular visitor destinations. 
 

Please find attached the proposed charging strategy for your review. We would like to gain a better 
understanding of how the strategy works for you and your community so please could you send any 
queries, comments and recommendations to parkingtransformation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by 16th 
July 2021. Your feedback will be used to shape the final charging strategy. 
 
Finally, I would like to direct you to a survey on a new car park permit(s) that Parking Services is 
undertaking that will be available on the Dorset Council website this week. 
 
The purpose of the new car park permit(s) is to give regular car park users better value for money on 
their parking. Your support in completing this survey would be much appreciated so that Parking 
Services understands what sort of permit car park users need. 
 
We will be issuing a news release and presentation video tomorrow (22nd June 2021) covering the 
proposed charges and permit survey. 
 
Should you have any queries or comments regarding any of the details in this email then please 
contact parkingtransformation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Ray Bryan 
Portfolio holder for Highways, Travel and Environment 
 

mailto:parkingtransformation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:parkingtransformation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elizabeth Murray 
Strategic Parking Project Manager  
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1. Executive Summary  

The purpose of this strategy is to align parking charges across Dorset Council locations. This 
will bring consistency and structure to charges. 
 
The strategy objectives are to:  
 

• Implement a 3-level tariff structure that recognises the difference between costal, town and rural 
locations 

• Support Dorset Councils goals to reduce carbon footprint  

• Fairer charging options for Dorset Council 
 
The strategy includes car park tariffs, on-street tariffs and car park permits only. On-street residents’ 
permit schemes, blue badge schemes and health care permits are not included in this strategy.  

2. Background 
 
Dorset Council Parking Services is currently working under the Parking Orders of the former six Councils, 
this has led to a disparity of tariffs between areas to the extent that some areas are free to park all day 
and others pay £9. An alignment of the Parking Orders is necessary to standardise charges to ensure 
equality for residents.  
 
Parking charging cannot be considered in isolation, as the impact can create either a negative or positive 
ripple across a community and the surrounding areas. Thus, local needs and pressures have been 
investigated in formulating the charging structure. 
 
Work on the strategy started in September 2020 with research, analysis and benchmarking activities. To 
fully understand local areas, there has been stakeholder engagement since March 2021, this will continue 
until the final strategy is taken to Dorset Council Overview Committee and Cabinet in the Autumn of 
2021. The new charges are planned to be implemented in January 2022. 

3. Legal Duty 
 
Legal advice was sought to confirm that the method for updating the parking charges follow guidance as 
per the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984. 

3.1 Consultation  

 
Dorset Council are statutorily required to consult with the chief officer of police for the area before 
making the order under schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984. The former Council parking 
policies state that consultation is required with Chambers of Commerce, Business Improvement Districts 
and Town Councils as part of any charges review.  
 
Dorset Council has chosen to undertake a non-statutory engagement in advance of publishing its 
proposals although there is no general duty to consult with the public at large. Engagement is also being 
undertaken with Parish Councils. 
 
 

Back to top 
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4. Proposed Charging Strategy 

4.1 Proposed Levels 

 
The Parking Charging Strategy is based on a 3-Level structure that acknowledges the rural, coastal and 
town locations that Dorset enjoys. It also takes into consideration Dorset’s popular visitor and tourist 
destinations. 
 
The following table shows which location sits under each level:  
 

Level 1 Level 2  Level 3  

Location Location Location 

Beaminster Blandford Corfe Castle 

Charmouth Bridport Lyme Regis 

Ferndown Dorchester Portland 

Gillingham Shaftesbury Swanage 

Sturminster Newton Sherborne West Bay 

Verwood Wareham Weymouth (beach area) 

West Bexington Weymouth (shops)  

 Wimborne  
 
Level 1 is Dorset’s smaller and more rural locations. It is proposed to have one all year-round charge for 
this level, except for West Bexington and Charmouth that will have a seasonal charge (see tariff in section 
4.2 Proposed Car Park Tariff). Level 2 is Dorset’s shopping destinations. It is proposed that there is one all 
year-round charge for these car parks.  
 
Level 3 is Dorset’s main tourist destinations. It is proposed that this level have seasonal charges. 
Weymouth appears in level 2 and 3. The car parks in Weymouth that are used for shopping will sit in level 
2 and the beach area car parks will sit in level 3. Swanage refers to on-street charges only as the car parks 
are owned by the town council. 

4.2 Proposed Car Park Tariff 

 
The following table shows the proposed tariff for each level:  
 

 

30 
minutes 1 hour 2 hours 3 hours 4 hours 5 hours All day 

Level 1 Low season £0.50 £0.70 £1.00 £1.50 £2.00 £2.50 £4.00 

Level 1 High season 
(Charmouth & West 
Bexington only) £1.00 £1.50 £2.50 £3.50 £4.50 £5.50 £10.00 

Level 2  £0.50 £1.00 £1.50 £2.20 £3.00 £4.00 £6.00 

Level 3 Low season £0.50 £1.00 £1.50 £2.20 £3.00 £4.00 £6.00 

Level 3 High season £1.00 £1.50 £2.50 £3.50 £4.50 £5.50 £10.00 

 
The tariff simplifies current charges and aims to be logical and gradual. The three levels acknowledge the 
diversity of Dorset’s locations, by having charges that suit the local environment. 
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The tariff supports local high streets as they are at a low rate (compared to benchmarked locations). It 
aims to keep charges at a point that will entice customers into the car parks, so that parking is not 
displaced onto residential roads. It intends to be priced at a point that customers will choose to use active 
or green forms of travel rather than driving. 
 
Peak season charges are 1st April to 31st October, to cover the extended visitor season that is now seen in 
Dorset. Level 1 high season charges refer to Charmouth and West Bexington only, the other locations in 
level 1 and all locations in level 2 do not have seasonal charges as these car parks tend to be used by 
Dorset Council residents more so than visitors. 
 
Peak season charges are aimed at visitors to Dorset, these charges are benchmarked to similar tourist 
destinations. Level 3 low season matches level 2, which enables residents to access our tourist 
destinations at the same cost during the low season. 

4.3 Proposed Dorset Car Park Permit 

 
There are currently approximately 76 different car park permits that are issued across Dorset Council. As 
part of this strategy the former permits will be discontinued in a phased approach (live permits will not be 
withdrawn but will be replaced by the new ‘Dorset Car Park Permit(s)’ when they expire). 
 
The permit will have the option for monthly or annual payment. Market research is being done into the 
cost and offer of the permit. 
 
There will be eligibility criteria for permit applications and the vehicle must be registered in the name of 
the permit holder. Residents will need to prove that they are a resident of Dorset Council. Businesses will 
need to prove that they pay business rates (or equivalent) to Dorset Council. People who work in the 
Dorset Council area will need to evidence this to be eligible for the permit. 

4.4 Proposed On-Street Tariff 

 
The following table shows the proposed tariff for each level:  

 

  30 mins 1 hour 1 hour  

        30 mins 

Level 1 Proposed car park charges £0.50 £0.70 £1.00 

Low season Proposed on-street £1.00 £1.10 £1.50 

Level 1 Proposed Car park charges £1.00 £1.50 £2.50 

High season Proposed on-street £1.50 £2.00 £3.00 

Level 2 Proposed Car park charges £0.50 £1.00 £1.50 

  Proposed on-street £1.00 £1.50 £2.00 

Level 3 Proposed Car park charges £0.50 £1.00 £1.50 

Low season Proposed on-street £1.00 £1.50 £2.00 

Level 3 Proposed Car park charges £1.00 £1.50 £2.50 

High season Proposed on-street £1.50 £2.00 £3.00 
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On-street charges are higher than car park charges to encourage drivers into car parks. This helps to keep 
town centres clear of traffic and thus supports the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. Currently, there is no 
change to parking waivers, blue badges and health care permits. There are no on-street charges in Level 1 
locations at present. 

 

5. Charging Strategy Review 
 
Charges will be reviewed annually. When reviewing parking charges Dorset Council will take into account 
a large number of factors, including but not limited to: 
 

a. The recovery of expenditure incurred on the provision and management of the public car 
parks to avoid this financial burden falling on to the council taxpayer and depriving other vital 
council services of crucial funds.  

 
b. The parking charges of its competitors, including the charges made by private sector car parks 

within the local area, as well as comparing its charges with Dorset’s Town Councils.  
 
c. The effectiveness of short-term parking charges in town centre car parks in facilitating 

turnover of car parking spaces in order to attract more visitors/shoppers to the town centres. 
 
d.  The demand for car parking, as evidenced by occupancy rates at different time and date points 
 
e.  The consumer price index to understand the impact of inflation rate on parking charges. 

 
Any increase in charges will be subject to the usual legal procedure for consultation and advertisement. 

 
Back to top 

6. Conclusion 
 
The Parking Charging Strategy will enable Dorset Council to align parking charges that are currently 
inconsistent across Dorset, which is unfair for residents. It also appreciates that Dorset’s areas are unique 
by having a 3-level charging structure and utilises prime locations. 
 
Through the strategy Parking Services will be assisting Dorset Council’s goal to reduce the carbon 
footprint and it will also give residents fairer options for paying for parking. 




