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 BROADMAYNE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022 

1. Welcome  

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Steve Diamond, opened the Annual Parish Meeting held in 
Broadmayne Village Hall on Monday 16 May 2022, by welcoming local residents, members of the 
Parish Council, Mrs Helen Collings, head teacher of Broadmayne First School, and guest speaker, 
Emma Teasdale, Litter Free Dorset Project Officer.  The Parish Council Clerk was in attendance.  
Approximately 27 people were also present. 

The Chairman said that it was very good to see people in person after the three-year break caused 
by the pandemic.  He said that the Annual Parish Meeting was an important opportunity for the 
community to review the past and to share ideas for the future 

2. Apologies for Absence   

Apologies for absence were received from the Police Community Support Officer, Alison Donnison; 
and Dorset Councillor Roland Tarr. 

3. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 20 May 2019   

The minutes of the last meeting had been made available, and were signed as a correct record. 

4. Presentation by Ms Emma Teasdale, Litter Free Dorset Project Officer 

Emma explained that ‘Litter Free Dorset’ was a community campaign funded jointly by Dorset 
Council and Wessex Water and hosted at Dorset Council offices.  They were however independent 
of the council and were responsible for their own publicity and social media outputs. The full title of 
the campaign was “Litter Free Dorset—Land, Coast and Sea” and its aim was to reduce litter and 
waste as well as enhance water quality across Dorset. 

There were three aspects to the work of the team: (i) to explore and realise the social, economic 
and environmental benefits of reducing the impacts of litter in the county’s towns, beaches and open 
spaces; (ii) to seek to reduce litter and waste at source and help to maintain Dorset’s excellent 
bathing water quality; and (iii) to encourage local organisations and individuals across the county to 
support the concept of Litter Free Dorset to implement campaigns and projects to create sustainable 
behaviour change. 

The team itself was very small so they didn’t have the capacity to go out and do litter-picks 
themselves although they could support others to do so.  Their job was to raise awareness through 
a range of different projects.  For example, ‘BBQs burn more than bangers’, ‘Love your verge’, What 
not to flush’, ‘Bag it and bin it’. 

Maintaining water quality in Dorset was one of the key objectives of Litter Free Dorset and alongside 
local community groups they were implementing campaigns which encouraged people to take 
action to stop litter and pollutants ending up in our waterways.  Last year they had undertaken a 
project at Sandsfoot & Castle Cove beaches in Weymouth where they worked with local residents, 
sea swimmers, the sailing club, and others.  The key message was that after heavy rain many 
undesirable and potentially dangerous substances get washed into the sea via roadside drains so 
the rule should be ‘Only rain down the drain’, not cigarette butts, dog waste, waste water from 
cleaning, and so on. 

There were currently projects on 11 beaches across Dorset: Poole (Shore Road, Sandbanks, 
Rockley Park and Harbour Lake), Studland (Knoll Beach & Shore Road), Lyme Regis, Eype, 
Weymouth (Lodmoor & Central), and Ringstead Bay. Working with local partners, businesses, 
community groups and other beach users the main activities were being identified alongside the 
most common litter-related problems.  These tended to be cigarette butts, dog fouling, food and 
drink packaging and disposable BBQs.  How to best tackle the problems was being determined by 
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input from partners.  For example, on Studland they were collaborating with the National Trust to 
make an impact on litter and related issues at Knoll Beach and Shell Bay. 

Across Dorset recycling levels were high but there were still many problems.  There were few 
facilities (none in Dorset) which could process packaging labelled as compostable so that ended up 
in landfill.  Disposable BBQs were a huge problem, not only causing serious fires but also being left 
on beaches and in the countryside.  Efforts were being made to persuade local supermarkets not to 
stock them. 

The overall message was that clean beaches and countryside provide a more attractive 
environment for locals and visitors, promote pride in the natural environment, have physical & 
mental health benefits, contribute towards combating climate change, and improve water quality. 

In answer to a question from the floor, Emma said that the one thing which everyone could do was 
to re-use things.  Single use items required huge amounts to energy to both manufacture and 
dispose of.  She also strongly advised not swimming in the sea immediately after heavy rain! 

Further information on the project was available on the project website: www.litterfreedorset.co.uk 

Information on bathing water quality was available from the websites of Surfers against Sewage 
(www.sas.org.uk) and the Environment Agency 
(www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency). 

The Chairman thanked Emma for an interesting and helpful presentation. 

5. Report from Mrs Helen Collings, Head Teacher, Broadmayne First School 

Mrs Collings said that despite the enormous challenges posed by the pandemic the school 
continued to do well although a drop in the number of children entering the reception class had 
meant a reduction in funding.  Children attending the school came both from the immediate area 
and from the closer parts of Weymouth.  They were fortunate in having fantastic support from FABS 
(Friends at Broadmayne School) which undertook much fundraising, enabling them to keep the 
swimming pool open.  Keeping the pool functioning was energy intensive but it was a very important 
resource.  Every child was able to use the pool twice a week and this meant that targets for the 
ability to swim were being met 

Over the years many extensions had been built at the school and refurbishment was on-going.  It 
was hoped that a new floor for the hall could be provided in the future, and solar panels were being 
installed.  A few weeks ago there had been a small fire in a cupboard.  Fortunately the children had 
already gone home at the time of the incident and little damage had been done although five fire 
engines had attended. 

Academically, the school was doing well having received both the primary science quality mark and 
the music quality mark.  School trips were back on the agenda and there had been recent trips to a 
farm and to the Lighthouse in Poole to see the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.  Outdoor 
learning was a key element at the school, with regular trips to the wash ponds on Watergates Lane. 

The school had remained open during lockdowns, providing support to the children of key workers 
but on-line learning, food boxes and welfare checks were also being provided.  Even when normal 
school life returned in September there had been on-going problems with both staff and children 
suffering from Covid infection.  Dealing with the staff absences had been particularly stressful. 

However, the life of the school continued and was in a good place. SATS and other tests would be 
taking place shortly and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee would be celebrated with care home 
residents.  Mrs Collings said that she was keen to do more such work with the community and 
invited requests to participate in village activities. 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Collings for her report and said that he would provide her with details of 
the village Jubilee celebrations on 5 June. 

http://www.litterfreedorset.co.uk/
http://www.sas.org.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
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6. Parish Council Chairman’s introduction to the Annual Report    

The Chairman introduced the Annual Report, a summary of the Parish Council’s activity in the 
financial year 2021/22.  He also thanked the Clerk and his fellow Parish Councillors for their hard 
work and support throughout the year.  He had been sorry to lose two Councillors, Chris Griffith and 
Phil Marriott, who had resigned because of other work commitments, but had been pleased that the 
Council had been able to co-opt two new Councillors in their place, Cllr Karen Ellis and Cllr Paul 
Whittaker. 

The strength of the community lay in the many other volunteers who helped to make the village 
function.  More than 100 people had come forward at the start of the pandemic to provide help with 
delivering shopping, prescriptions and other support.  Other volunteers included the Village Hall 
Management Committee, the Playing Fields Committee, the Defibrillator Co-ordinator, the SID 
Coordinator, the Patient Support Group, the Scout/Cub/ Beaver and Brownie leaders and many 
more.  For example, Cllr Whittaker was leading on the FTTP Broadband project and works for this 
had already begun.  Becky Wallace had recently re-established the Community Speedwatch Team 
and it was hoped this would help to reduce traffic speeds through the village. 

He said that a great deal of time over the past year had been taken up in responding to the planning 
application for the development of the field adjacent to Broadmead.  Many objections had been 
submitted to Dorset Council and the Parish Council itself had made a lengthy objection.  Dorset 
Council’s decision was awaited.  There was no doubt that if the development did go ahead it would 
mean many changes for the village 

He finished with a reminder about the website (www.broadmayne.org) for the latest news about 
events in the village, and the fact that it was possible to sign-up for e-mail notification of new 
postings, and reminded everyone of two important community events in June.  On Sunday 5 June, 
Broadmayne and West Knighton would be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a Big 
Lunch, cream teas, games, a fancy dress competition and presentation of mugs to children.  On 18 
June the D-Day Fest, remembering Broadmayne and West Knighton’s role as a troop camp prior to 
D-Day, would be taking place.  There would be armoured vehicles on display and entertainments 
throughout the day   

Finally, he urged everyone to talk to members of the Parish Council about their concerns, and to 
come along to Parish Council meetings when there was always a public participation session.  The 
Parish Council continued to pursue problems with Dorset Council and others whenever it could. 

7. Open Forum   

A number of questions and issues were raised by residents during the open forum session.  These 
included: 

 Difficulties in making contact with the Dorset Council officer dealing with the Broadmead 
planning application.  (The Clerk would investigate this.) 

 Progress with the Tadnoll Springhead project.  Cllr Macer-Wright said that this was still in 
hand.  The intention was to lease the small area of land and improve it, to build a wall beside 
the springhead and to erect an information board. 

 The St. Martin’s Close signage opposite the church needed replacing. (The Clerk would 
report this.) 

 The surface of Bakers Paddock was badly potholed. (This would be investigated.) 

A member of the public thanked the Chairman and the Parish Council for their hard work during the 
year.  Those thanks were endorsed by all those present. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting which closed at approximately 8.30 pm.  

http://www.broadmayne.org/

